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FOREWORD

Since its establishment in 1976, Acharya Nagarjuna University has been forging
aheadin the path of progress and dynamism, offering a variety of courses and
research contributions. I am extremely happy that by gaining ‘A’ grade from the
NAAC in the year 2016, Acharya Nagarjuna University is offering educational
opportunities at the UG, PG levels apart from research degrees to students
from over 443 affiliated colleges spread over the two districts of Guntur and
Prakasam.

The University has also started the Centre for Distance Education in
2003-04 with the aim of taking higher education to the door step of all the
sectors of the society. The centre will be a great help to those who cannot join in
colleges, those who cannot afford the exorbitant fees as regular students, and
even to housewives desirous of pursuing higher studies. Acharya Nagarjuna
University has started offering B.A., and B.Com courses at the Degree level and
M.A., M.Com., M.Sc., M.B.A., and L.L.M., courses at the PG level from the
academic year 2003-2004 onwards.

To facilitate easier understanding by students studying through the
distance mode, these self-instruction materials have been prepared by eminent
and experienced teachers. The lessons have been drafted with great care and
expertise in the stipulated time by these teachers. Constructive ideas and
scholarly suggestions are welcome from students and teachers involved
respectively. Such ideas will be incorporated for the greater efficacy of this
distance mode of education. For clarification of doubts and feedback, weekly
classes and contact classes will be arranged at the UG and PG levels
respectively.

It is my aim that students getting higher education through the Centre for
Distance Education should improve their qualification, have better employment
opportunities and in turn be part of country’s progress. It is my fond desire that
in the years to come, the Centre for Distance Education will go from strength to
strength in the form of new courses and by catering to larger number of people.
My congratulations to all the Directors, Academic Coordinators, Editors and
Lesson- writers of the Centre who have helped in these endeavours.

Prof. P. Raja Sekhar
Vice-Chancellor (FAC)
Acharya Nagarjuna University
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AGE OF EMPIRES (B.C.321TO 650 A.D.)

Unit-I: The Mauryan empire-Chandragupta I and Bindusara-Asoka and His Dhamma the Mauryan
Administrative System-Economic Conditions-Trade-Arts and crafts- Fall of the Mauryan Empire

Unit-II. The Indo and Bactrian Greeks-The kushana Empire-Kanishka II-The Satavahna of

Deccan
Administration Samgam Age.

And South India-The Sakas - Kharavela of Kalinga-The Satavahana Imperial

Unit-IIl. The Early Guptas and their Rise to Power-Chandragupta I- Samudragupta and the Imperial
Expansion-Chandraguptall-Skandapupta, Budha Gupta and Puru Gupta. The Gupta Administration

Beginnings
Architecture.

of Feudal Trends-Trends -The Cultural Fluorescence In the Gupta Period-Art and

Unit-IV. The Huna Invasions-The Later Guptas-The Mukharis-The Pushyahutis- Harshvardhana-The
Chalukyas of Badmi-The Early Pallavas.

Unit-V. Economic and Social Developments-The Mahayana and Vajrayana forms of Buddhism —
The Decline of Buddhism-Buddhist contribution to Indian Culture, Art and Architecture the
Puranic Theism and the Beginning and Growth of Temple Architecture.
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: Slavery in Ancient India

: Feudal Social Formation in Early India

:Economy and Society in Early India: Issues and Paradigms

: Economic Life in North India in the Gupta Period 300AD-550AD

: History and culture of'the Indian People, Vol.IIl The Classical Age.

: Comprehensive History ofIndia, Vol.II
: A Comprehensive History of India, Vol. III (in two parts)
:Political History of Ancient India (Rev. Edn. with Commentary
By Prof B.N.Mukherji)
:Land System and Rural Society in Early India
Delhi, Manohar, 1997
: Aspects of Political Ideas and Institutions in Ancient India.
: Indian Feudalism
: Perspectives in Social and Economic History of Early India
: Urban Decay in India.c.300-1000.
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